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PREFACE. 


As  introductory  to  the  following  remarks,  the  author  will 
state  a  few  facts,  to  show  the  progress  of  his  mind  on  the  subject. 
Having  received  a  small  share  of  the  missionary  spirit  with  my 
first  religious  impressions  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1815, 1  ev¬ 
er  afterwards  cherished  a  desire  to  do  something  to  promote  the 
cause.  But  being  under  the  influence  of  that  worldly,  selfish  spir¬ 
it  which  now  reigns  in  the  bosom  of  the  churches,  I  concluded 
the  glorious  day  was  far  distant,  and  felt  disposed  to  join  in  the 
general  cry  “  a  little  more  sleep,  a  little  more  slumber.”  In  the 
mean  time,  I  made  the  Bible  my  principal  study  uniformly  atten¬ 
ded  the  monthly  concert,  read  the  Missionary  Herald  and  other 
religious  papers.  This,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  served  to  keep 
alive,  in  my  soul,  a  little  spark  of  religion;  and  increased  my  de¬ 
sire  to  see  the  work  of  the  Lord  spread  and  prosper. 

About  two  years  ago,  I  resolved  to  consecrate  a  certain  part  of 
nay  income  exclusively  to  the  cause  of  missions.  Having  done 
this,  my  solicitude  for  its  prosperity  much  increased,  and  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  devote  the  whole.  By  this  time,  I  found  my  views  di¬ 
rectly  opposite  to  the  generally  received  opinions  and  customs 
of  the  world.  1  had  been  profitably  engaged  in  the  shoe  business 
to  a  considerable  extent,  by  which  I  had  acquired  some  reputation. 
I  was  aware,  that,  to  disclose  my  views  under  my  circumstances 
would  be,  not  only  to  hazard  my  reputation,  but  also  my  business. 
I,  however,  succeeded  to  do  it,  leaving  the  event  with  Him 
whose  right  it  is  to  direct.  The  excitement  which  immediately 
followed  was  very  great.  A  variety  of  false  reports  were  putin 
circulation.  My  creditors  became  alarmed,  and  1  was  obliged  to 
ii  close  my  business  suddenly,  with  a  Uss  not  less  than  one  thousand 
dollars.  Notwithstanding,  I  am  still  fixed  in  my  resolution  and 

1  ready  to  pledge  myself  to  the  Christian  public  in  the  same  manner 
that  I  did  to  my  own  people  in  Acworth,  N.  H.,  viz.  to  practice 
a  rigid  economy,  dispense  with  all  superfluities,  devote  whatever 
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I  can  acquire  in  any  business,  in  which,  by  Divine  Providence,  I 
am  placed,  to  the  spread  of  the  Gospel,  and  not  lay  up  one  dollar 
for  myself  or  children,  so  long  as  onp  heathen  child  is  destitute  of 
the  Bible.  In  doing  this,  and  laying  my  views  before  the  public,  I 
do  not  expect  to  acquire  popularity  or  meet  with  general  appro¬ 
bation.  It  is  my  object  to  bring  up  a  few  unvarnished  facts, 
merely  to  excite  the  minds  of  the  community  to  a  candid  and  fair 
investigation. 


Amherst,  Dec.  1827. 


DAVID  CAMPBELL. 


DUTY  AND  PRIVILEGE  OF  CHRISTIANS 


The  subject  of  missions  is  one  of  deep  interest  at 
the  present  time,  and  its  importance  is  daily  rising  in 
the  minds  of  the  Christian  community.  When  we 
look  at  the  different  parts  of  the  world  not  long  since 
entirely  enveloped  in  heathen  darkness,  we  see  great 
things  already  performed  by  a  few  faithful  missiona¬ 
ries,  and  the  small  exertions  of  Christians  at  home. 
We  see  here  and  there  a  church  established,  and  the 
way  opened  for  the  universal  spread  of  the  Gospel. 
When  we  look  at  home,  we  find  now  and  then  a  de¬ 
voted  Christian  inquiring  how  he  can  best  promote 
this  cause,  willing  to  comply  with  duty  ;  while  ma¬ 
ny  others  are  following  Christ,  merely  for  the  loaves 
and  fishes.  All  acknowledge,  “in  word  and  tongue,” 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  do  something  to  promote  relig¬ 
ion;  and  the  question  is  not  unfrequently  asked,  how 
much  of  my  substance  shall  I  devote  to  this  object? 
It  is  my  design,  in  the  following  remarks,  to  show, 
from  various  reasons,  that  yourself  and  all  your  prop¬ 
erty  is  now  demanded. 

My  first  argument  arises  from  the  consideration, 
that  we  are  already  the  lawful  and  unalienable  prop¬ 
erty  of  Christ;  and  consequently,  he  has  an  indubi¬ 
table  right  to  dispose  of  us  according  to  his  own  good 


pleasure.  To  prove  this  fact,  we  will  appeal  to  the 
law  and  the  testimony.  “The  earth  is  the  Lord’s 
and  the  fulness  thereof ;  the  world  and  all  that 
therein  is.  Every  beast  of  the  forest  and  the  cattle 
upon  a  thousand  hills.”  The  same  may  be  said  al¬ 
so  of  our  houses,  our  farms,  our  merchandize,  our¬ 
selves  and  all  that  we  possess.  Where  is  the  article 
that  we  can  claim  as  our  own,  or  promise  ourselves 
tomorrow  ?  Who  can  secure  his  own  life,  and  shield 
himself  from  sickness,  pain  and  death  ?  The  power 
is  not  with  us,  but  in  him  who  claims  us,  as  our  Cre¬ 
ator,  Preserver,  and  our  Redeemer.  “  The  Lord 
has  created  us  and  not  we  ourselves ;  we  are  his 
people  and  the  sheep  of  his  pasture.”  We  depend 
on  him  for  life  and  all  our  earthly  treasures.  And 
having  been  “  bought  with  a  price,”  and  command¬ 
ed  “  not  to  seek  our  own,”  we  are  under  sacred  obli¬ 
gation  to  do  the  will  of  Christ  with  whatever  he 
has  given  us.  Having  thus  established  this  point,  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  show,  that  we  are  now  actually 
called  upon  to  devote  ourselves  and  property  to 
the  spreading  of  the  Gospel. 

In  doing  this,  let  us  consider  our  own  obligation 
to  missionary  enterprize;  and  the  present  situation 
of  the  world.  The  inhabitants  of  ancient  Britain 
and  the  surrounding  countries  from  which  we  claim 
to  be  descended,  were  once  a  cruel  and  ferocious 
race  of  pagans.  They  were  involved  in  all  the  cal¬ 
amities  of  heathen  superstition.  By  them,  the 
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worst  of  crimes  were  perpetrated  without  a  blush* 
and  the  greatest  licentiousness  tolerated. 

According  to  authentic  History,  they  were  in  the 
frequent,  if  not  constant  practice  of  sacrificing  hu¬ 
man  beings;  and  “to  feast  upon  their  dead  bodies 
they  considered  most  wholesome.”  But  the  religion 
of  Jesus  Christ,  introduced  by  means  of  mission¬ 
aries,  has  supplanted  these  gross  and  abominable 
practices;  and  thus  rescued  them,  and  consequently 
us,  from  the  horrors  of  heathenism,  here  and  here¬ 
after,  It  is  by  this  means  that  we  now  sit  under 
the  very  droppings  of  the  sanctuary,  with  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  worshiping  the  true  God  without  any  one 
to  hurt,  molest,  or  make  us  afraid.  We  know  by 
happy  experience  the  worth  of  this  Gospel,  while 
many  of  the  human  family  are  perishing  for  lack  of 
vision.  Who,  looking  upon  the  moral  condition  of 
the  world,  can  but  weep  when  he  sees  three  fourths, 
or  nearly  six  hundred  millions  of  our  race,  destitute 
of  the  Bible?  When  he  sees  them  shutting  their 
eyes  upon  the  light  of  reason;  and  violating  habit¬ 
ually  the  plainest  dictates  of  natural  religion?  When 
he  sees  them  going  down  to  the  grave,  one  genera¬ 
tion  after  another,  without  any  moral  fitness  for 
heaven,  exposed  to  eternal  suffering?  This  is  truly 
the  condition  of  the  heathen.  According  to  authen¬ 
tic  accounts,  there  are  continually  practised  by 
them,  the  most  degrading  vices,  the  blackest  crimes 
and  the  most  barbarous  cruelties.  Theft,  murder, 
infanticide  and  cannibalism,  are  among  their  other 
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enormities  ;  and  saith  the  inspired  Apostle,  “the 
end  of  these  things  is  death.”  Under  this  view 
of  the  subject,  what  Christian  or  patriot,  knowing 
the  wants  of  his  fellow  beings,  and  having  this  world’s 
goods,  will  shut  up  his  bowels  of  compassion  and 
thus  evince  that  the  love  of  God  is  not  in  him  ?  Es¬ 
pecially  when  he  reflects  on  the  abundant  facilities 
which  now  exist  for  extending  the  blessings  of  the 
Gospel  ?  Formerly,  almost  every  thing  was  combin¬ 
ed  against  the  progress  of  religion  ;  but  now  it  is  just 
the  reverse.  We  are  now  acquainted  with  the  Ge¬ 
ographical  situation  of  the  earth  and  the  precise  con¬ 
dition  of  its  inhabitants.  Communication  between 
the  different  parts  is  rendered  quick  and  easy  by 
means  of  commerce  ;  and  almost  every  section  is  ac¬ 
cessible  to  missionary  enterprize.  From  the  light 
which  has  already  dawned  from  reason  and  revela¬ 
tion,  attachment  to  false  systems  of  religion  is  less 
prevalent,  intolerance  has  almost  ceased,  and  the  hu¬ 
man  mind  begins  to  thirst  for  “  living  water.”  “The 
fnan  of  sin”  already  totters  upon  his  throne,  and 
“  the  abomination  of  desolation”  is  passing  away. 
The  Jew  too,  is  sick  with  his  long  and  disappointed 
expectation  and  nearly  convinced  of  his  error.  The 
heathen,  in  some  instances,  have  cast  their  idols  to 
the  moles  and  the  bats  ;  and  the  islands  are  now 
waiting  for  the  law.  Wherever  we  look,  we  hear,  in 
accents  too  plain  to  be  misunderstood,  “  come  over 
into  Macedonia  and  help  us.”  “  Sell  that  ye  have  and 
give  alms.”  Let  all  the  machines  now  in  operation 
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tor  renovating  the  world  be  promptly  supplied  with 
money,  and  others  be  multiplied  till  the  world  is  en¬ 
tirely  converted.  Thus  will  you  “  provide  your¬ 
selves  bags  which  wax  not  old,  a  treasure  in  the 
heavens  thus  you  will  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
“  the  desert  blossom  as  the  rose,  and  the  wilderness 
become  a  fruitful  field.” 

Having  thus,  my  brethren,  become  acquainted 
with  our  own  obligations  to  the  Gospel,  the  wants 
and  miseries  of  the  greater  part  of  our  brethren  of 
the  human  family,  and  the  means  that  are  necessary 
to  relieve  them,  let  me  urge  the  question  home  to 
your  own  hearts,  (and  it  comes  with  thrilling  inter¬ 
est,)  are  not  your  property  and  your  own  exertions 
now  demanded  ?  In  view  of  our  Saviour’s  command, 
“to  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature,”  is  it  not 
your  province  to  yield  obedience  ? 

Supposing  you  were  to  exchange  circumstances 
with  a  heathen,  have  precisely  his  prospects,  an 
equal  probability  of  losing  your  own  soul  forever  ; 

:  and  he  being  in  your  present  situation,  and  know- 
I  ing  precisely  your  condition,  would  you  not  de¬ 
sire  that  he  should  rescue  you,  if  possible,  even 
at  the  sacrifice  of  all  his  earthly  prospects  ? 

Would  you  think  it  unreasonable  to  make  the 
request?  Then  hear  the  injunction  of  our  Sav 
!■  iour;  “As  ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto  you, 
do  ye  also  to  them  likewise.”  To  urge  the  ques¬ 
tion  still  further ;  if  your  own  child  had  fallen 
among  the  Arabs,  and  was  exposed  to  merely  their 

barbarities  or  temporal  death,  would  you  not  rescue 
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him,  li  practicable,  at  any  sacrifice?  Would  you 
not  much  more  do  it,  if  he  was  placed  among  the 
heathen;  and  you  was  conscious  he  would  grow  up 
with  that  ignorance  of  God  which  would  prove  fa¬ 
tal  to  his  eternal  happiness  ?  Then  listen  to  the  Di¬ 
vine  injunction,  “love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself.” 
Make  the  same  exertion  to  save  the  heathen  that 
you  do  your  own.  Considering  the  fact  that  one 
soul  is  worth  no  more  than  another ;  and  that  we  are 
sacredly  bound  mutually  to  benefit  each  other ;  and 
viewing  the  state  of  the  world  can  we  conscientious¬ 
ly  withhold  our  money  and  treasure  it  up,  or  devote 
it  to  our  own  gratification  ?  If  any  one  is  disposed  to 
answer  me  in  the  affirmative,  let  him  contrast  his 
wealth  and  temporal  joys  with  the  value  of  one  soul. 

This  law  of  love  originated  in  heaven  ;  and  was 
wonderfully  manifested  in  the  example  of  Christ. 
Look  at  his  amazing  compassion  and  disinterested 
benevolence  !  He  was  under  no  obligation  to  endure 
those  unutterable  sufferings  to  redeem  our  race,  un¬ 
til  his  love  induced  him  to  promise  the  Father  he 
would  bear  the  curse  of  that  law  we  had  broken. 
He  who  was  infinitely  rich  was  not  obligated  to  be¬ 
come  poor,  that  we,  through  his  poverty,  might  be 
made  rich.  He  who  sustained  high  reputation  in 
heaven,  was  not  obliged  to  become  of  no  reputation  ; 
submit  to  persecution,  indignities  and  death,  to  avert 
from  us,  the  merited  reward  of  our  disobedience. 
But  all  these  things  Christhasdone  and  suffered,  leav- 
ingan  example  which  we  are  bound  to  follow  by  scrip- 
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tural  injunctions.  “Let  this  mind  be  in  yon  which 
was  also  in  Christ  Jesus. ”  Practice  the  same  be¬ 
nevolence,  devote  yourself  alike  exclusively  to  the 
good  of  mankind  and  the  glory  of  your  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther,  submit  to  the  same  self-denial  and  manifest  the 
same  indifference  towards  the  things  of  time  and 
sense.  Otherwise,  “  if  any  man  hath  not  the  spirit 
of  Christ  he  is  none  of  his.” 

The  example  too,  both  of  primitive,  and  modern 
Christians  tend  to  confirm  the  point  now  in  discus¬ 
sion.  Paul  could  gladly  sacrifice  all  his  earthly  com¬ 
forts  for  the  cause  of  his  Divine  master  ;  and  count¬ 
ed  all  things  but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus.  The  churches,  too, 
in  those  times,  were  not  backward  in  their  benevo¬ 
lence  ;  but  “the  abundance  of  their  joy  and  their 
deep  poverty  abounded  unto  the  riches  of  their  liber¬ 
ality  ;  beyond  their  power  they  were  willing  of 
themselves  ;  praying  us,  with  much  entreaty,  that 
we  would  receive  the  gift.”  And  if  Christians  pos¬ 
sessed  a  right  spirit  at  the  present  time,  is  it  proba- 
able  they  would  withhold  their  bounty  ?  Would  it 
not  be  more  reasonable  to  suppose  that  those  who  had 
possessions  would  sell  them  ;  and  lay  the  price  at 
the  Missonaries  feet  beseeching  them  to  accept  it  ? 

We  see  now  and  then  an  example  of  primitive 
faith  among  ourselves.  Some,  from  love  to  the 
souls  of  men  and  respect  to  the  command  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour,  have,  not  only  forsaken  father  and  mother, 
brothers  and  sisters,  houses  and  lands,  but  also,  de- 
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iiied  themselves  the  endearments  of  Christian  socie¬ 
ty.  Some  have  actually  laid  down  their  lives  for 
the  cause.  Others,  after  having  their  faith  put  to 
the  test,  by  expecting  immediate  death  from  the 
hand  of  a  ruffian,  have  found,  like  Abraham,  that 
God  could  provide  a  way  of  escape.  And  yet  these 
examples  are  nearly  overlooked  by  us.  Who,  while 
a  few  beloved  Missionaries  are  sacrificing  all  and 
going  abroad,  will  labour  equally  for  the  cause  at 
home  ? 

The  privilege  the  Christian  believer  obtains  by 
devoting  his  all  to  the  promotion  of  religion  is  a  suf¬ 
ficient  reason  why  we  should  do  it.  It  brings  us  in¬ 
to  the  possession  of  promises  altogether  more  pre¬ 
cious  than  gold  ;  yea,  than  much  fine  gold.  Saith 
our  Saviour,  “  every  one  that  hath  forsaken  houses, 
or  brethren,  or  sister,  or  father,  or  mother,  or  wife, 
or  children,  or  lands  for  my  name’s  sake,  shall  re¬ 
ceive  an  hundred-fold,  and  shall  inherit  eternal  life.” 
The  Scriptures  abound  with  equally  encouraging 
promises.  “  The  liberal  soul  shall  be  made  fat ;  and 
he  that  watereth  shall  be  watered  also  himself.  Cast 
thy  bread  upon  the  waters  and  thou  shalt  find  it  af¬ 
ter  many  days.  He  that  hath  pity  on  the  poor  shall 
not  lack.  The  liberal  deviseth  liberal  things  and 
by  liberal  things  shall  he  stand.  Trust  in  the  Lord 
and  do  good  and  verily  thou  shalt  be  fed.”  For  our 
children  also.  “  The  righteous  scattereth  abroad, 
and  his  seed  shall  be  blessed.”  By  making  an 
equal  sacrifice  from  similar  motives,  we  shall  meet 


13 


the  same  commendation  with  the  poor  widow  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Gospel.  We  shall  realize  that  it  13 
more  blessed  to  give,  than  to  receive.  Instead  of 
feeling  anxious  about  what  we  shall  eat  or  drink, 
we  shall  daily  eat  our  bread  with  gladness  and  sin¬ 
gleness  of  heart.  We  shall  cease  to  mock  our  ma¬ 
ker  asking  day  by  day  our  daily  bread ;  at  the  same 
time,  trusting  to  our  goods  laid  up  for  many  years. 
Having  complied  with  the  terms  of  our  Lord’s 
promises,  we  shall  experience  the  blessed  privilege 
of  walking  by  faith,  and  not  by  sight ;  and  that  love 
to  God  and  love  to  man  is  joy  unspeakable  and  full 
of  glory.  Besides,  it  affords  such  opportunity  of 
trying  our  sincerity,  faith  and  love  in  Christ,  and 
imitating  so  much  his  example,  that  we  should  re¬ 
joice  at  having  it  in  our  power  to  make  any  sacri¬ 
fice.  When  bestowing  your  property  for  the  good 
of  others,  we  are  lending  to  the  Lord,  and  “whatsoev¬ 
er  we  give  him,  that  will  he  pay  us  again.”  Here  is 
the  safest  place  to  deposite  our  money,  from  which 
we  shall  be  most  likely  to  find  a  supply  to  meet  all 
our  circumstances.  The  banks  of  the  state  may 
fail ;  our  flocks  and  cattle  die  ;  our  houses  and 
barns  may  be  consumed  and  our  lands  be  taken 
away.  But  the  promises  of  God  can  never  fail.  If 
we  put  our  money  into  his  treasury,  and  devote  our¬ 
selves  to  him,  we  shall  see  his  work  prosper,  enjoy 
his  favour,  and  have  all  our  wants  supplied  both  in 
health  and  sickness. 

From  what  has  already  been  said  we  may  see 


14 


some  of  the  reasons  why  Christians  in  general  do  so 
little  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel.  One  doubtless 
is,  they  are  lacking  in  true  faith.  James  says, 
“  Faith,  without  works,  is  dead.”  It  appears,  that 
their  faith  is  not  that  living  principle  which  is  pro¬ 
ductive  of  good  works ;  not  such  as  to  lay  hold  on 
the  promises.  Supposing  our  Saviour  should  try 
the  faith  of  his  professed  followers,  (as  he  doubtless 
soon  will,J  by  enforcing  what  he  said  long  ago,  “he 
that  forsaketh  not  all  he  hath  and  followeth  me  can¬ 
not  be  my  disciple,”  how  many  do  you  suppose  would 
turn  back  and  walk  no  more  with  him  ?  How 
many,  like  the  young  ruler,  would  go  away  sorrow¬ 
ful  ?  That  faith  which  will  not  bear  such  a  test  is 
like  salt  that  has  lost  its  savour. 

Another,  I  believe,  is,  that  many  are  grossly  ig¬ 
norant,  both  of  the  Bible  and  the  situation  of  the 
world.  They  have  not  learned  the  requirements  of 
God’s  word,  nor  the  gloomy  prospects  that  hang 
over  the  heathen,  here  and  hereafter.  But  this  ex¬ 
cuse  will  not  answer,  since  the  means  of  informa¬ 
tion  are  so  abundant. 

Again  the  church  is  lacking  in  a  spirit  of  self-de¬ 
nial,  This  may  be  inferred  from  a  single  fact.  Paul 
enjoins  upon  us  to  ‘abstain’  from  the  very  appearance 
of  evil.  There  is  a  deadly  evil  in  our  land,  a  scourge 
to  the  nation  ;  and  which  has  caused  three  fourths 
of  the  cases  of  discipline  in  our  churches.  I  mean 
ardent  spirits,  and  the  church  has  refused  to  abstain 
from  this  evil  itself,  notwithstanding.  If  she  will 
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not  make  this  sacrifice  to  benefit  ourselves  and 
our  country,  when  may  we  expect  she  will  supply 
the  destitute  with  the  Gospel  ?  O  that  the  Lord 
would  come  with  his  fan  in  his  hand  and  thorough¬ 
ly  purge  his  floor,  and  usher  in  the  latter  day  glory. 

We  see  finally  the  reason  why  professors  of  religion 
are  so  often  complaining  of  their  coldness  and  for¬ 
mality.  We  are  taught  by  the  sacred  Scriptures, 
that,  “he  that  sows  sparingly,  shall  also  reap  sparing¬ 
ly.”  If  we  withhold  more  than  is  mete,  it  will  tend  to 
poverty,  and  leanness  will  come  into  our  souls.  Our 
Saviour  has  promised  that,  “  with  what  measure  ye 
mete,  it  shall  be  measured  to  you  again.”  It  may 
well  be  asked  of  our  churches  “  what  do  ye  more 
than  others.  If  ye  love  them  that  love  you  what 
thank  have  ye  ?  for  sinners  also  love  those  that  love 
them.  And  if  ye  do  good  to  them  which  do  good  to 
you  what  thank  have  ye  ?  for  sinners  also  do  even 
the  same.” 

“  To  conclude,  the  design  of  bringing  all  men  to 
a  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  to  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ,  is  so  benevolent  in  its  character,  so  distinct¬ 
ly  authorized  by  scripture,  so  efficacious  in  its  bearing 
on  the  happiness  of  man,  that  it  invites  scrutiny,  and 
is  not  afraid  of  the  closest  investigation.  It  boldly 
challenges  the  support  of  all,  who  love  the  Saviour 
of  lost  men,  or  claim  to  be  numbered  as  his  disci¬ 
ples." 


